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above!!! Contact Donna Davis.

October Committee: Jenni McKay,
Lacey Krueger, Rita McKay,
Timber Miller, Marydon McKay,
Gail Brandt

Sacrament of Baptism - A family must be registered &
actively living their faith. Godparents must also be
registered in a Catholic parish or other Christian church &
actively living their faith. A Baptism Class is required for all
parents. We ask that both parents attend this class
together. Godparents are also encouraged and welcome
to attend. For more information, please call the parish
office (1-844-536-6514).

Sacrament of Marriage-Please contact our parish office (1-
844-536-6514) at least 9 months before your anticipated
wedding date to begin your spiritual preparation. One or
both persons must be registered and actively living their
faith. All couples planning to be married at our parish must
attend a Pre-Cana program, Natural Family Planning
program and FOCCUS evaluation.

To Report Child Sexual Abuse by Church
Personnel or to inquire about Safe
Environment Programs in the Diocese of
Springfield call 217-321-1155 or Children
& Family Services Child Abuse Hotline 1-
800-25-ABUSE
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Actions Show True Obedience

The Gospel for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A tells the story of two sons. Their father asks them to
work in the vineyard. One refuses but later goes, while the other agrees but does nothing. Jesus asks which son truly did
the father’s will. The answer is clear—the one who actually obeyed. This parable teaches that words alone are not enough.
Promising to do good mean:s little if we do not follow through. Many people say they will do what is right but never act on
it. Others may resist at first but later change their ways. Jesus shows that real obedience comes from action, not empty
promises. The religious leaders in Jesus’ time talked about righteousness but did not live it. Meanwhile, tax collectors and
sinners listened to John the Baptist and changed their lives. They did not seem like holy people at first, but their actions
showed real faith. This was why they were entering God’s kingdom. The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A reminds us
to look at our own lives. Do our actions match our words? It is easy to say we will follow God, but do we actually live as He
asks? True faith is shown in what we do, not just in what we say.

The Power of Repentance

The first reading for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A speaks about fairness and change. Some people
complained that God’s ways were not fair. But God explained that each person is responsible for their own actions. If a
good person turns to evil, they will suffer. But if a sinner turns back to what is right, they will be saved. This shows the
power of repentance. No one is stuck in their past mistakes. A person can always turn back to God and choose a better
path. God does not hold onto our sins if we are willing to change. He welcomes those who sincerely seek to do what is
right. The Gospel also speaks about repentance. Tax collectors and sinners had lived wrongly, but they listened to John the
Baptist and turned their lives around. The religious leaders thought they were already good, so they did not change. Jesus
shows that God values those who are willing to correct their ways. The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A invites us to
think about our own lives. Are there things we need to change? God is always ready to forgive, but we must be willing to
turn toward Him. It is never too late to make a new choice and follow the right path.

Humility Leads to Honor

The second reading for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A speaks about Christ’s humility. Though He was
above all, He became like us and even accepted death on a cross. Because of this, God raised Him up, and every knee will
bow to Him. Jesus showed that true greatness comes from serving others. Humility is not easy. Many people want to be
important and respected. But Jesus teaches that real honor comes from putting others first. He did not seek power or
glory. Instead, He chose to lower Himself and serve. Because of this, He was lifted up. The Gospel also teaches about
humility. The tax collectors and sinners admitted their wrongs and changed their lives. The religious leaders refused to do
the same. In the end, those who humbled themselves were the ones who entered God’s kingdom. The 26th Sunday in
Ordinary Time Year A reminds us to follow Jesus’ example. We are called to serve, not to seek status. True honor comes
when we live with humility and put others before ourselves. The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A challenges us to
examine our hearts and actions. Are we truly following God, or just saying the right words? Do we seek to serve others, or
do we put ourselves first? Jesus calls us to real obedience, true repentance, and humble service. When we live this way, we
walk the path that leads to life.

https://young-catholics.com/

(S o mesAGE S
e God is just and merciful.

e Repent and turn back
to God.

e Actions show true
obedience.

e Humility and love

Lleacl to life. - ,

s 26“‘ SUNDAY

i

PRAYER LIST: Please remember them in your prayers!

T

Allen Kessler Kathy Miller Bill Hamilton
Gracie Jo Miller David Brown Christie Dust
Elsie McKay Jim Gordon Helen Kollinger
Kelly Myers Kocher Tori Schairbaum Bill Nuxoll
Kenny Hille Tom Laue Cinda Held
Trevor Roy Jerry Worman Kathy Wakefield

Mardell Sheehan Steve Moore

Pat Kuhns Call: 1-844-536-6514 to add

or remove someone.
Thank You.

= |N ORDINARY TIME™= ~

=, « YEAR A -

(TKEY SCRIPTURE { |

e Which of the two
did his father’s will?”
They answered,
“The first.”

Matthew 21:31 [
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FIRST READING (Ezekiel 18:25-28)
Turn from wrong; live.

PSALM (Psalm 25)
Guide me in your truth, Lord.

Have the mind of Christ;
serve others.

show true obedience.
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God's justice is fair
Repentance
brings life

SECOND READING (Philippians 2:1-11) @ Actions matter

more than words
Humi|i+y brings
GOSPEL (Matthew 21:28-32) honor

Actions, not words, ) ?ﬁ% Unity in Christ

FTTHE READlNGSi = \ THEMES TO KNOW g /j\IIHAT THIS MEANS FOR UST

Check your heart
and your choices.

4
O Turn back when

you make mistakes.

O O  put others first
nn like Jesus.

Let your actions

ﬂ show your faith.

e
Y THIS g Y REFLECTION QUESTIONS ¢
Do one thing ? Do my actions match my words?
+oday you know ? Where do I need to turn back
is right, even if to God?
it's hard. ? How can I be more like Jesus
—e in humility and love? @
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Weekly Offering............. Sept. 13, 2026 To reserve the church basement
AUt $1062.00 please call 1-844-536-6514.
[To TN $339.00 .
Building Fund..........cooveciuevnenes $50.00 JCer:neAtzry cogl‘;n:;;ezgm
ohn Adams -322-
B o] 2 PO $1451.00 Matt Childerson 217-254-5896
Daphne Hoffman 217-821-7268
Parish Hall update $166,536.69

Beat the Heat--Triple Play card game in
the church basement 2" & 4t
Wednesdays 1-4pm

Beginners welcome. P.S. Bring a jacket.

Funeral Meal Coordinators
Leslie Kemme 217-821-3399
Dot Thomas 217-259-8560
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Retreat for married couples offered — Worldwide Marriage Encounter presents weekend experiences for
married couples to rekindle romance, enhance meaningful communication, and deepen and renew
commitment. Sign-up now! For more information or to apply, go to wwme.org or call Terry & Eric Engholm
at 314-649-7317. 10/9/2026 — 10/11/2026, Springfield, IL

Have you been married 50+ years? Time to celebrate!

On October 4 at 2 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Springfield, all couples married
50 years or more are invited to attend a special Mass honoring their marriage vocation! The Mass will be
celebrated by Bishop Thomas John Paprocki. A reception will follow after Mass. Please register for the
Mass by going to dio.org/events and clicking on the Oct 4 Mass. The reception will showcase all photos
submitted in the last two years. Due to the number of couples attending, please only submit photos if you
have not done so in past years. Any questions? Call Ruth Staab at 217-698-8500.

T This symbol denotes-deceased.
Saturday, Sept. 26 - +Nancy Bugger
Sunday, Sept. 27 - +Colin Woods by Dan Angela Woods
+Marita Kemme by Family
+Don Kemme by Don Marcella Antrim
Tuesday, Sept. 29 — +Ron Harris by Teresa Tegeler
Wednesday, Sept. 30 - +Ed Kirchhofer by Jim Mary Miller
Saturday, Oct. 3 - +Cecelia Willenborg by her daughters
+Don Kemme by Mike Rosemary Holland
+Travis Vonderheide by family
Sunday, Oct. 4 — For the People of the Parish

St. Isidore Parish, St. Joseph Hall / EIU Newman Center - Newman Night Are you an alumnus,
Church (Island Grove) located at 16987 friend, parent, or have a connection to EIU and the Newman

N 200th St, Teutopolis, IL 62467 will be Center? Join us for this year's Newman Night Gala, October
having its Annual Fall Breakfast and 10th, as we form today's students into tomorrow's Saints and
Raffle from 7:30 AM to 12:00 PM on Scholars. From Mass and dinner to the silent auction and
Sunday, October 4, 2026, at the St. student awards, it's an evening of celebrating and raising funds
Joseph Hall (Church). Carry-out will be for this amazing campus ministry! For more details visit our
available. The menu will include whole website at eiunewman.org/newmannight, scan the QR code,
hog sausage, ham, pancakes, fried call 217-348-0188, or email John Johnson at

eggs, scrambled eggs, homemade development@eiunewman.org.
breads and rolls, orange juice, milk and
coffee. Cost this year is a FREE WILL
DONATION. The Country Store which
will contain homemade baked goods
from the members of the parish will be
open from 7:30 AM to Noon. The
drawing for the quilt and big raffle will
be at Noon (do not need to be
present). Tickets for the quilt and big
raffle will be available for purchase

Happy Birthday

Lifelong Faith Formation
Children + Youth + Adults
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Helene Kollinger 9-26
Ed Kenmume ¢-28

Sti onder g-28 . . .
Justin Conder 9-28 Our Parish Faith Formation program (open to ALL ages)

Trevor Floyd 1o0-1 will meet on Sept. 27.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!

during the breakfast.

Are you seriously dating? Next Step is an 8-session program for seriously dating couples who want to
discern whether they are called to marriage. It can be completed online as a couple or live in a parish
where a married couple will facilitate discussion at tables of four seriously dating couples. You will not be
asked to share personal information with the group but only with each other. To learn more,

visit or contact Gracie at the Office of Marriage and Family Life

at or 217-321-1124.

Called and Courageous Women’s Conference in Springfield Coming in October

When? Saturday, October 10. Christ the King parish Center, Springfield. Women ages 18+. Cost $30. For
the full schedule, speaker information, and registration, visit https://dio.org/event/called-and-
courageous/ Flier on bulletin board and at the end of the online bulletin.

Happy Grniversary

CHATLY § RHONDA VONDETLEDE 9-26-1970 Our fall study over the Constitutions of Vatican Il meets again
56 UBAS on Wednesday, Sept. 30. Never to late to join the group.

€D & LESLIE KEMME 9-28-1991
35 Years

BrOCK & JaMmIE VONDErHEIDE 9-30-2000
26 Y€ars

JIM § MaryLou VONDErHEIDE 9-30-1961

65 Years
Prayer Campaign for LIFE
STEVE & SHaron mMoore 10-1-1966 Sept. 23 — Nov. 7
60 Years Commit to an hour of prayer

on Monday, Sept. 28.
Come to the church or pray at home.
Sign-up sheet is in the cry room.
Need to know all hours are covered. Thanks.

TOM & HELEN DOEDTMAN 10-1-1983
13 years
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SonRise Friday Breakfast — Ladies, send your Men!

This week we will discover that Christian marriage is not built upon passing emotions, but upon a radical
and lasting gift of self. The marriage vows call husbands and wives to remain faithful through every

circumstance and to love even when that love becomes costly.

Christ’s complete gift of himself on the cross and in the Eucharist is the perfect model for married love. This
session will challenge us to move from self-interest to self-gift and discover the lasting joy found in being

fully given.

Hot Breakfast is ready at 6:15 AM, St. Anthony Parish Center, Effingham. Prayer, program and discussion

from 6:30 AM to 7:30 AM.

All men are welcome. Learn more at thatmanisyou.com or Dan Woods, 217-821-1495.

€3 © Effingham Catholic Young Adults

young
adults

HOLY 7pm @ S

Faith Lutheran Church
Annual Soup Supper
Rt. 33 Shumway, IL
Sunday, October 25, 2026
4:00p.m. to 7:00p.m
Menu: Homemade Chili &
Chicken Noodle Soup Ham
& Cheese & Hot Dogs
Pie, Cake & Drink
FREE WILL OFFERING
All proceeds will go to
Enduring Freedom
Ministries of Shumway

P Y

Where: Tokyo e Hiroshima e Nagasaki ® Kyoto e Osaka

Travel with Fr. Adam Prichard, of Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Shumway, IL/ St. Mary Help
of Christians Church Effingham (Green Creek), IL on our Pilgrimage to Japan

Dates: September 13 to September 22, 2027 Cost: $6,999.00 Airfare and ALL-Included except lunches &
travel insurance To register, please contact (855) 842-8001 or (508) 340-9370. You can also register
online at www.proximotravel.com Registration lines open on weekends!

Reflections Questions for this week—

Do my actions match my words when it comes to faith?

When have | said | would do something good but failed to follow through?
How does the parable of the two sons challenge me in my own life?
What areas of my life need repentance and change?

How does God’s fairness give hope to those who turn back to Him?
In what ways can | practice humility like Jesus?

Do | seek recognition, or am | willing to serve quietly?

How can | show true obedience to God in my daily life?

What steps can | take to be more aware of my need for God’s mercy?
How does this Sunday’s message encourage me to live differently?

A special request from the Mattoon Deanery CCW...

Phil's Friends - a not-for-profit group that supports cancer victims with a box of comfort items and prayers
that they distribute when notified of a recipient. Phil Zielke, a Stage-4 cancer survivor himself, will be
speaking at our next meeting on October 21 in Shumway, where we can collect these items on the list. The
flier can be found on the bulletin boards or at the end of the online bulletin.

Come Experience DeColores
Need a little time to step away, recharge, and reconnect with God? Join us for a DeColores weekend!

DeColores is a wonderful opportunity to grow closer to Christ through prayer, fellowship, laughter, and
sharing your faith.

Men’s Weekend: October 15-18
Rector: Doug Atwater ¢ (217) 821-1351

Women’s Weekend: October 22-25
Rectora: Kathy Buenker o (217) 821-3722

Applications are now being accepted, and space is limited! Contact Doug or Kathy for more information or
to sign up.

FAST APPROACHING CCW EVENTS

--In October we have Right to Life Sunday October 4. The
newly baptized and Young at Heart will be recognized. There
will be breakfast and fellowship after Mass. Everyone is
invited to attend. Please bring a breakfast dish to share.

Koinonia 50th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, November 15, 2026

St. Joseph the Worker Parish
Chatham, Ill.

Details coming!

--St. Anthony has invited the ladies of the parish to the soup
supper which will be October 5 starting at 6:00 pm. at the
parish center. Good soups, prizes, guest speaker and sharing
our faith. Hope to see you there.

EVERY weekend, we will be
collecting food for local food
pantries. You can find the

L. donation tote in the cry HELp
-- Mattoon Deanery meeting is at Shumway Wednesday room. ZIRIS OTHeRS!

October 21st.. It will begin with registration and mass at () '&.
8:30. the Shumway CCW will provide lunch. There will be a
Donation drive for cancer patients. Phil Zielke is the speaker
for the meeting of October 21st.

Hewe us,



phil’s friends

cancer is strong. hope is stronger.

Phil's Friends is a non-profit Christ centered organization providing FREE care packages
and monthly Cards of Hope to cancer patients. 250 Care Packages are sent weekly and
over 9,000 Cards of Hope mailed each month. As diagnoses increase and awareness of

the Phil's Friends mission grows, we anticipate a continued rise in demand.

Your support is key to our mission!

Deanery of Catholic Women
Donation Drive for Care Package Items
September 1st - October 21st

CARE PACKAGE NEEDS

BLANKETS HATS
Throw blankets, R Knitted & Crocheted

crocheted, or ' |

fleece tied
FUZZY SOCKS

AMAZON LIST

JOURNALS PUZZLE BOOKS
T Women’s Only
PF DONATE
PLAYING LOTIONS LIP BALMS TOOTHBRUSH
CARDS & Travel size
Toothpaste

&

No Casino Errae.rance-
Decks ee; 60z.
- | or smaller
V74 |
- //
\

If you would like to make a monetary donation to Phil's Friends, please use the QR Code.
A $100 donation sponsors the contents of one Care Package / $15 sponsors the shipment of 1 Care Package.

Please note: all items need to be new and unused because our friends with cancer have compromised immune systems.

~ WOMEN:

CALLED AND COURAGEOUS
“N'S CONFERENCE

LIVING WITH PURPOSE AND
UNDERSTANDING OUR WORTH

Sat. Oct. 10 | 9 a.m.-4 p.m. | Springfield, IL

What is preventing you from
trusting God more deeply?

Life is full of highs and lows, and it
can be hard to see where God is in the
middle of it all. Discover how to trust
God in the messy, real moments of
everyday life and learn how your
emotions influence your spiritual life
and how to challenge the lies that lead
to self-criticism, comparison, and
discouragement.

Mary Ruth Hackett
Speaker, Author, Podcast Host

Get details and register at go.dio.org/cac or QR code

Questions? Contact Gracie Ortiz at (217) 321-1124 DEg'C’_I';";‘E’

or gortiz@dio.org.




